
HANG
		  ON

A clever coat rack: acquiring the weath-
er forecast via internet and displaying 
it in your home, allowing you to choose 
the optimum clothing and accessories 
for the conditions. JOANNA MONTGOMERY



TECHNICAL 
	 	 IMPLEMENTATION
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Processing imports 
the weather forecast 
in XML format via 
Google Weather. 

The code looks for 
key weather terms.

Firmata is running on the 
Arduino board, controlling 

the physical output

Processing choos-
es one of the four 
weather conditons 
and passes a sig-
nal to Arduino. A 
signal is then sent 
to the correspond-
ing light.

The correct symbol on the 
coat rack is illuminated.

Code and more available at: http://dm.ncl.ac.uk/jo/blog



USER
	 SCENARIO
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Bill is leaving for work in a rush and 
goes to grab his coat from the hall 
without even looking outside.

Upon reaching the coat rack, he 
sees the “rain” symbol is illuminat-
ed so decides to pick up his um-
brella as well.

He is suitably prepared when he 
leaves his house and has to walk 
through torrential rain. 


